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By Andrew Luberda
STVDailyPRSS.com

  For the last six years, at least, the San 
Tan Foothills’ FBLA chapter has widely 
been considered one of best in the state, 
regularly qualifying many of its members 
for the National Leadership Conference 
(NLC) after strong performances at the 
annual State Leadership Conference (SLC) 
each year.
  This year was no different as the chapter 
earned the FBLA Chapter Sweepstakes, 
which rewards the chapter with the best 
overall performance at the SLC, which was 
held in Tucson on Apr. 19.
  More than 1,600 students competed 
in Tucson for the right to compete at 
the 2017 NLC, which will take place in 
Anaheim, CA, June 24-27.
  San Tan Foothills had 24 members 
qualify for the national competition.
  “I really enjoyed it,” said Nicolas Zurita 
about the SLC, where he finished second 
and qualified to compete at the NLC in 
the Impromptu Speaking event. “It was an 
incredible experience because it taught me 
a lot about myself, it gave me confidence, 
and I just felt very appreciative toward 
everyone who helped me and inspired me 
to do better.”
  FBLA is one of several Career Technical 
Student Organizations at San Tan 
Foothills and its mission is to combine 
business and education, ultimately 
preparing students for careers in business.
  Many of the chapter’s members credit 

teacher and mentor Joe Galish for 
preparing them and motivating them for 
success at regional, state and national 
competitions. 
  “When I first came into this program I 
really wasn’t that confident in myself,” 
said sophomore Keyara Winborn, who 
qualified for the NLC in Public Speaking 1. 
“Mr. Galish would praise me for the talent 
that he said I had. No one had ever told 
me that before and it gave me a new burst 
of confidence. I didn’t want to let him 
down so I worked 10 times harder.”
  Galish deflects any credit, instead 
returning it back to the students for San 
Tan Foothills’ consistent and perhaps 
unmatched annual success.
  “It’s really about expectations,” Galish 
said. “I don’t think we should undervalue 
or underestimate what a student is 
capable of. I try to never make that 
mistake.”
  The students in the school’s FBLA 
chapter take great pride in “winning” 
against schools with larger enrollment 
numbers. The seniors in the chapter 
perennially believe the group is good 
hands with those coming behind them. 
And those members want to continue the 
legacy set by those who came before them.
  “I take it as a chance to keep the torch 
running,” Zurita said. “I see what they’ve 
done and it’s incredible. I just really hope 
that we can be just as great as them.” 
  The following is a list of students, and 
their respective events, who qualified for 
the NLC next month:

San Tan Foothills FBLA 
proves worthy of reputation

Organizational Leadership........................................................................Tony Trujillo
Public Speaking I.................................................................................... Keyara Winborn
Public Speaking II........................................................................................Renee Dicken
Public Speaking II..................................................................................... Sydney Freund
Impromptu Speaking.................................................................................Nicolas Zurita
Client Service........................................................................................ Ariana Cleavenger
Client Service................................................................................................Seth Bowman
Emerging Business Issues............... Alexa Segura, Zachary Marlin, and Hannah Mills
Business Ethics.....................................Mimi Hatfield, Renee Dicken, and Leilani Lewis
Business Ethics........................................................................Asia Harvey and Katie Poe
Global Business......................................................Hanna Kisvarday and Adam Gillihan
Electronic Career Portfolio..................................................................... Adam Gillihan
Management Decision Making......... Rex Dacoco, Keyara Winborn, and Skyla Santos
Entrepreneurship................................................... Stormy Hatfield and Sydney Freund
Social Media.................................................................... Hannah Ray and Jaden Albrant
Social Media............................................................... Benicio Ornelas and Marlene Leon
Business Communication...........................................................................Matt Kaehler
Spreadsheet Applications........................................................................ Adam Gillihan
Spreadsheet Applications.................................................................................Katie Poe
Word Processing......................................................................................... Marlene Leon
Word Processing.........................................................................................Angelica Mesa
Word Processing.................................................................................................Katie Poe
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Tyler Adkinson AnnaMaria Aiello Sarah M. Aldridge Ariana Almond Christopher Ambrosio Alyssa Andazola Ashley Anderson Brittany Arnold Angel Bailey

Florence High School Class of 2017

Brianna Bane Sean Bedell James Bednarek Harleigh R. Behrens Felicity T. Bond Charlie Bortizfield AnnaLycia Boyle Kiara Bush Irania Caballero

Katelyn Cagle Megan Calamari Autumn Carrasco Sabrina M. Celaya Eliezer Centeno Hannah Cisco Kolbi Cluff Damian Coil Dylan Cole

Lillian Contreras Timothy Contreras Canyon Cordova Jacqueline Cornett Larry Crespin Jr. Nicholas Crewell Francesca C. Cruz Anthony Curiel Mackenzie Curran

Jadeson A. Cutter Michael T. D’Andrea Paige Daniels Sarah E. Delamater Trey Delsi Makayla Denomme Ryan Difranco Tayler Duron Daniel W. Dyess
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Graduating the 100th FHS Class

Chrisjamin Edwards Caitlin M. Eldringhoff Eddy Ellsworth Timothy J. Ervin Yenifer Espinoza Joseph Fant Britney Fleming Fausto Flores Jr. Mikayla Flores

Brandon Formato Tatum Froman Adelina A. Garcia Alycia Garcia Andres Garcia Jayce Garcia Valentino Garcia Ruben Gil III Savannah Gould

Marie Gowens Alison Grant Kamille Green Kristen Griesheimer Wyatt Griffen Natalie Gutierrez Chase Hall Hanna Hall Sebastian Z. Hernandez

Justin J. Hetrick Jonathan Hoffman Zachary Holbrook Aeriel Holton Kailyssa Howard Christopher Jeromin Joshua Jewett Christian Johncola August Johnson

Chase Johnson Keith J. Kinney Gabrielle Klix Nathan Lamas Wyatt Lamas Benjamin Lara Vincent C. Ledesma Iliac Lee Timothy Levinton
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Florence High School Class of 2017

Mason Lewis Terry Lievrouw Jasmine Lorefice Alexander Lownsberry Shiann D. Madrid Tiana E. Madueno Samantha Manzanedo Areon Marion Garrett Mariscal

Deon Martin Douglas Martinez Sean Martinez Tori McClanahan Annalise Mency Maxwell Mielke Annabella Millaud Joshua L. Miller Nathaniel R. Molina

Marie Moreno Shannon Muir Joshua A. Murphy Anhkhoa Nguyen Keiko Ochoa Camila Olea Chaney Owens Brock Parsons Nicholas Peacock

Solana Pearson Ryan J. Perry Michael Poulson Trinidad Puentes Cordero Ramirez Darby Rees Dawson Reeves Augustin Rodriguez Judith Sainz

Matthew Sallard Sara Samano Morgan Schnek Pelle Schopenhouer Kyler O. Schroeder Abigail Scott Kaylee Scott Jon-Ramazees Severe Raven I. Shaw
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Graduating the 100th FHS Class

Christina M. Shlezar Ashton J. Silvas Quentin Slaughter Samuel Smith Nicholas Snyder Steven Sprouls Alexxis Stone Mallory M. Sunder Nathan Taylor

Alina Townsend Payton Turner Diana Valencia Marissa Valencia Anika E. Van Horn Dylan J. Vanderstar Devin Venditti Mayia Victoria Ingree Villalba

Michael A. Viola Codey Weber Brittany Welton Joshua Williams Ormond Winfield Kinsey I. Wood Taiyler Young

Carlos Beythan
Austin Brennan

Brianna Brubaker
Skiann Caravella
Hannah Cundiff 

Emmanuel De La Rosa
Joshua Dowling 

Sadie Flores
Angel Guttierrez
Samantha Kellogg
Dayton Lawrence

Michaela Mas
Dylan Nicols
Amier Prince
Jenny Riley

Brandy Tristan
Jax A. Verwoert

Wyett Waite
Samantha Washburn

Cheyenne Webb
Dale J. Winningham

Nicholas Zapata

Not Pictured
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Poston Butte High School Class of 2017

Frederick Abuan Jr. Hunter Acosta Jennifer Aguayo Gomez Anissa Aleman Morgan Allen Wesley Allen Adrian Alonzo Dynorha Alvarez Lesly Alvarez

Jemima Ampadu-Siaw Michaela Anderson Gustavo Araiza Rose Arbisi Andrew Argento Chad Arias Santiago Arias Tyler Armenta Audiana Arrellin

Luanne Attili Mariah Bader Austin Baker Duane Barraza Daisy Basulto Quintana Mekhi Beaubian Charles Bell Tyson Beringer Jr. Caitlin Berry

Samantha Berry Cushawn Biddle Jessica Bidlack Kamryn Binion Blaine Blum Cameron Bodden Anithsia Bravo Daniel Bravo Taylor Brian

Justin Brimhall Emily Brown Ramani Brown Selena Brown TyAnna Brown Jessica Broxson Zachary Brumley Jed Nikko Bueno Jacqueline Buitron
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Poston Butte High School Class of 2017

Layne Burt Blake Bynum Karla Calzadias Weslie Camden Antoinette Candelaria Carlos Candell Christina N. Carmichael Lauren Carr Luciano Castro

Vanessa Cazares-Ramos Emelie Cedeno Alejandro Cevallos Rubi Chavez Priscila Chavira-Dominguez Kathleena Chek Megan Clark Sasha Claypool-Clover Blake Cluff

Kristiana Conti-Breed Colleen Copeland Yvette Correa Heaven Crider-Shedivy Yessica Cruz Lopez Jasmine Cuevas Makenna Daniel Taylor Dawson Madison Despain

Tyler Dewitt Jose Dominguez Chad Dompierre Pedro Duran-Chavez Julia Edwards Ryan Ehrengruber Auston Elsberry Savannah M. Enteman Tyler Eulert

Gabrielle Falck Ali Farmanfarmai Danielle Federley William Feeney Chase Ferry Alyssa Flanagan Keegan H. Flatt Arline Flores Sanchez Peter Flowers
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Poston Butte High School Class of 2017

Savannah Forrester Brennan Foust Mya Francis Garrett Frey Wyatt Fyffe Jennifer B. Gallo-Carrillo Kristen Gambino Carlos Garcia James Garcia

Kevin Garcia Colton Garland Cambree Garner Marissa Gauld Ashley Genovese Brianna Getz Garrett Gilchrist Tanner L. Gillespie Rodrigo Godinez

Destiney Gonzalez Griffin Goulakos Christina Gray Derrick Gray Tyler Green Tyler Greene Jamie Greer Justin Groth-Roberts Leslie Guevara

Careli Guillen Gabriel I. Gurule Ruben Gutierrez Alexis Haley Preston Hampton Kallista Hanson Mark Hawkins Casey Hemstreet Yeimi Heredia

Alyxis Hernandez Dayan Honie Nicholas Horta Arazeli L. Hoyos Patrick Hughes Emily Hull Raine Hurns Drew Hutchison Marisol Ibarra
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Poston Butte High School Class of 2017

Skylar Irelan Jasmine Jackson Justin Jackson Scott Jackson Dallas Jacobs Jessica Jauhola Tyler Jensen Bevan Jimenez Lizette J. Jimenez

Joshua Johnson Marlia Johnson Quin Johnson Samantha Johnson Amber Jones Steven Jones Samantha Kallhoff Joey Kao Trevor Keefe

Jazmyne Keese Jacob Kelsey Quintice Kennedy Ksenia Kerentseva Mackenzie Kingsley Savannah Klotz Samantha N. Kossmann Erik Kuebler Alexis Kutyba

Blake Lang Noah Letner Haileigh Lewis Daija Littleton Lula Lockett Keondre Long Brittani Lopez Wendy Lopez Delgado Sarai Madrigal

Seth Maerker Logan Magee Alejandra Marquez Sabrina A. Marta Jana Martin Danielle Martos Kaitlyn Mata-Deniz Brandon Mauricio Natasha Mayberry
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Poston Butte High School Class of 2017

Alina Maynes Brittney Mazen Jonathan McBrayer Alexis McCormick Hannah McCormick Indigo McFarland Justin McFarland William Tate McNatt Jose Medina

Annette Melendrez Jeremy Melendrez Kayla Melton Eileen Mercado Kyra Mills James Monaghan Mackenzie Morales Priscilla Mosqueda Breianna Most

Rachel Mount Reyna Munoz Juan P. Navarrete Jenna Naylor Brianna Nelson Melitza Niva Jose Noriega Arballo Holly A. Northam Essence Nowak-Satterwhite

Skyler Nunes Jordan O’Brien Destiny Osterling Annmarie Padilla Deagan D. Parker Anthony Pascarella Taya Perez Valerie E. Pinon Sapien Dakota Quigley

Celso Ramirez Ruth Ramirez Heidi Rapalo Haley Reasor Trace Reed Julie Reyes Amahja Reynolds Shellby Reynolds Nicholas Ridge
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Poston Butte High School Class of 2017

Chelly A. Ritchea Jordan Robinson Gretchen Robles Julie Rodriguez Caroline Rosten Matthew Rudko Veronica Ruiz Christian Ryan Deshawn Sachse

Maylynn Santana Destiny L. Sargent William Sengir Amber Serrano Christina Sholty Chelsea Shuman Alondra Silva Nathan Skeels Ally Smith

Ashley Smith Taylor Smith Sara Sorenson Stephanie Spiers Justin Spring Gwendolyn St. Clair-Fowler Emily Stanisci Dontaejah Stidum Kaliesta Tanner

Skylar Tate Alexa Taylor Andrea Telles Hailey Thomas Tyra Thomas Brianna Torres Diamondique O. Torres Esmeralda Torres Henderson Tran

Angel Trevizo Leena Tucker Benjamin Turner James Valadez Jordan Valadez Jennifer Valdez Zayda Valdez Isabel Valencia Kathryn Valentine
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Poston Butte High School Class of 2017

Andrew Valenzuela Mason D. Van Nort Carli Van Valkenberg Dylan K. Vanderlip Erica Vann Jacob Vasquez Luis Vasquez Vanessa Vega Justin Villa

Sylena Wagoner Amanda Wainstain Tristan Walsh Brandalynn Walters Randy Washington Madeline J. Waters Brian Weatherford Jasmine Weis Gatlan Westervelt

Not Pictured
Joshua Abrahamson 

Samuel Adams
Breydon Aguilar
Alexander Ardila
Stephen Arvay Jr.

Jessica Barreto
Cherno B. Baye
Erin Blackwater

Rene Bravo-Monteagudo
Jessica Broxson
Maurice Butler

Ronald Cammisa
Gustavo M. Carbajal Jr.

Juan Cazares
Joshuah Ceja
Tyler Charby

Hope Chastain
Cullen Robert Connolly

Anthony Coon

Julian Coronel
Alexia Craine

Bryan Crandall
Christian Dammann

Daniel Dang
Nicholos Darras
Jacob Dickens

Dawn D. Dixon
Trevor S. Dulin
Alyssa Elliget

Laurine Elsner
Kayla Erickson
Micah Erickson
Enrique Escobar
Jesus I. Esparza

Michael Esquivel Jr.
Ricardo Estrada

Ty Feick
Jorge Figueroa

Marshall Fowler
Ashlyn Giorsetti

Angie Godoy
Alonso Gomez
Maribel Gomez

Ezra Grace
Austin Grayson
Madison Gross

Manouk Habermehl
Trystan Haynie

Alexandra Hernandez
Anthony Hill
Jack Hollyfield

Hannah Jackson
Cornelious Joiner Jr.

James Kane
Caleb Keller
Kiera Kiefer
Nicole Kilroy
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Poston Butte High School Class of 2017

Kamiyah Westmoreland Anna Whelden Kayla Wieserman Alexa Wildner Nathan Williams Ceazon Williams-Still Kinji Wilson Cyan Woodward Anicca Yard

McKynna Yohn Grant Young Keri Young Raequon Young Roberto S. Zamudio

Not Pictured
Aaron Lasalle-Harbin
Geoffrey Lawrence

Tristin Lawson
Caprice Lee
Joshua Lewis
Kade Lines

Alejandro Lopez
Christian Lopez

Aaron Luico
Lucas Machado Landis
Christopher Marciano

Julianni Mathis
Elijah McCarthy
Vance McDonald
Heidi McGrath
Holly McGrath

Efrain Mejia
Bryan Menchaca

Fabiola Meza
Jordyn Miniter Laird

William L. Moore
Dason Murray
Ashley Najera
Stian Olerud

Alexander B. Olsen
Wyatt Page
Ryan Pethe

Nathan Petrucciani
Jordan Pierce

Rhett E. Provencher
Anthony Radu
Devin Reaves

Andrew Rhodes
Joseph T. Riley

Michael Roberts
Stephen Ryther

Edgar Saenz Aguirre
Amir Salehi

Lezly Samano
Brandon Sanchez

Jacob Schimel
Kyra B. Steward
Marcus Straham

Christian S. Tackett
Diamond Thames

Treyvon Thompson
Avery Trissell

Yote Ugay
Kiernan Villanueva

Desirea Whalen
Cayse Wilson-Cory
Enrique Zazueta 
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San Tan Foothills High

Lynnsey Arant Mikaylah Barraza Collin Barth Owyn Beaver Chloe Beltran Seth Bowman Abigail Bryant-Hollandsworth Guadalupe Carranza Linda Castaneda

Dominik Ciborski Vanessa Cordova Johnathon Craig Leana Cruz Ashley De La Cruz Davin De la Cruz Natalie de Leon Renee Dicken Sandra Feeney

Sydney Freund Pablo Garcia-Hire Adam GIllihan Pedro Gonzalez Stormy Hatfield Daniel Herrera Adrayn Ingram Matthew Kaehler Dalton Kowalski

Elisa Krueger Cody Lewis Leilani Lewis Paola Lopez Jarkis Marshall Candace McClelland Joshua Merchant Angelica Mesa Morgan Miller 

Hannah Mills Samantha Minichetti Alejandro Miranda Alexus Miranda Abigail Mo Hayden Montierth Alexander Olsen Benicio Ornelas Ryan Palmer
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School Class of 2017

Not Pictured

Anisia Pereira Michael Posey Makenzie Pridell Tristian Rivera Cecilia Ruan Maximillian Sanchez Darvy Jose Saravia Brittany Schauster Shayna Sharp

Daniel Shearouse Julia Sierra Joshua Slater Cassandra Steele Delex Taghap Felix Tarazon Garcia Randy Toner Jr. Norman Touey Kaelah Urango

Kobiee Voakes Bailee Walters Reginald Webster Daniel Wilson Devon Ziman

Sierra Bond
Lenard Bryant
Tatyana Green
Cody Hodgson
Kylan Laughlin
Belinda Miller
Emily Montero
Lezly Samano
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By Andrew Luberda
STVDailyPRSS.com

  Baseball and softball players from Poston Butte, San 
Tan Foothills and Florence high schools were named 
to the recently announced Arizona Interscholastic 
Association All-Region teams and the Arizona Baseball 
Coaches Association (AzBCA) All-State Teams.
  Poston Butte’s Race Traynor and Megan Clark were 
selected Players of the Year in their respective sports. 
San Tan Foothills’ players Norman Touey and Trevyn 
Badger were selected 2A Metro Region Defensive Player 
of the Year and Player of the Year, respectively. And 
Florence’s Mathew R. Olsen was named the 3A Central 
Region Player of the Year.
  Additionally, Florence baseball head coach J.T. Neal 
was selected as the 3A Central Region Coach of the Year 
and San Tan Foothills head coach Ryan Sutterby was 
selected the 2A Metro South Region Coach of the Year.
  Poston Butte infielder and pitcher Race Traynor earned 
two Player of the Year honors – the 5A Sonoran Region 
Offensive Player of the Year and the Region Player of 
the Year. Traynor, a senior, is the first Broncos’ player 
to win either award. He batted .514 with 13 doubles, a 
triple, a homerun and finished the season with a team-
high 29 RBI. He was equally dominant on the mound 
as the Broncos’ ace, ending the year with a 7 – 2 record 
and a 2.20 ERA. He completed five of his nine starts and 
fanned 61 batters in 54 IP. Traynor led the 5A Sonoran 
Region in all of the following statistical categories:  
Batting average, slugging percentage, RBI, on-base 
percentage, OPS, and wins.
  Lady Broncos’ shortstop Megan Clark was named the 
5A Sonoran Region Defensive Player of the Year. Clark, a 
Lindenwood University commit, was the lone senior on 
her team. She had a .927 fielding percentage, committing 
only six errors in 82 chances in her final season. At the 
plate, the future Lindenwood Lion batted .475 with 
47 hits, including 13 doubles, four triples and seven 
homeruns. Her 34 RBI ranked second on the team.
  San Tan Foothills’ utility player Norman Touey posted a 
team-high .980 fielding percentage for the Sabercats this 
season. The senior has only three errors in 149 chances. 
Touey batted .477 with eight doubles and four triples to 
go along with 19 RBI.
  Badger, who is only a freshman, was the ace of the 
region-champion Cats’ rotation, leading the team and 
region with a 7 – 1 record and a minuscule 1.82 ERA. He 

started nine games, completing give of them, and whiffed 
72 batters in just 50 IP, which was best in the region. 
Opponents hit just .184 against him. At the plate, the 
freshman sensation led the region with an eye-popping 
.582 batting average and a 1.488 OPS. He hit 12 doubles, 
four triples and led the Cats with 28 RBI. Badger also led 
the 2A Metro South Region with 36 steals.
  Florence pitcher/infielder Mathew Olsen, the 3A 
Central Region Player of the Year, was nearly unhittable, 
as evidenced by his region-leading 0.64 ERA. The right-
handed Olsen led the Gophers, who were undefeated in 
region play, to the Central Region Championship. He led 
the region in ERA, wins (9) and strikeouts (103), which 
he completed in only 55 IP, an average of almost two K’s 
per inning. Offensively, Olsen batted .431 and led the 
team with 30 RBI. He had seven doubles, three triples 
and three homeruns.

POSTON BUTTE BASEBALL

AIA 5A Sonoran Region Player of the Year – Race Traynor.
AIA 5A Sonoran Region Offensive Player of the 
Year – Race Traynor
AIA 5A Sonoran Region 1st Team – Joshua Touhey, 
Race Traynor, Juan Navarrete, and Nolan McNeill.
AIA 5A Sonoran Region 2nd Team – Calvin Shay, 
Cameron Vercoe, Tanner Collins, and Daniel Bravo.
AIA 5A Sonoran Region Honorable Mention – 
Grant Young.

POSTON BUTTE SOFTBALL

AIA 5A Sonoran Region Defensive Player of the 
Year – Megan Clark.
AIA 5A Sonoran Region 1st Team – Lindsay Lopez 
and Megan Clark.
AIA 5A Sonoran Region 2nd Team – Taylor 
Strupp, Skyler Jenkins, Ronni Sample, Kayla Faust, and 
Jacqueline Hernandez.
AIA 5A Sonoran Region Honorable Mention – 
Jessica Chapman.
AzBCA 5A Conference 1st Team – Race 
Traynor.

SAN TAN FOOTHILLS BASEBALL

AIA 2A Metro South Region Player of the Year – 
Trevyn Badger.

AIA 2A Metro South Region Defensive Player of 
the Year – Norman Touey.
AIA 2A Metro South Region Coach of the Year – 
Ryan Sutterby.
AIA 2A Metro South Region 1st Team – Norman 
Touey, Trevyn Badger and Jayson Reyes.
AIA 2A Metro South Region 2nd Team – Damien 
Lyon, Daniel Herrera, Zachary Herrera, and Michael 
Posey.

SAN TAN FOOTHILLS SOFTBALL

AIA Metro South Region 1st Team – Mikaylah Barraza.
AIA Metro South Region 2nd Team – Korey Perry, 
Kim Zambrano and Myrando Mo.

FLORENCE BASEBALL

AIA 3A All-Conference 1st Team – Mathew R. 
Olsen, Tyler Austin and Matan Utschen.
AIA 3A Central Region Coach of the Year – J.T. 
Neal.
AIA 3A Central Region Player of the Year – 
Mathew R. Olsen.
AIA 3A Central Region 1st Team – Mathew R. 
Olsen, Tyler Austin, Brandon Formato, and Matan 
Utschen.
AIA 3A Central Region 2nd Team – Jon-Ramazees 
Severe and Walter Sommer.
AIA 3A Central Region Honorable Mention – 
Chase Hall, Chase Johnson and Bradley Standford.
AzBCA 3A Conference Player of the Year – Matt 
Olsen.
AzBCA 3A Conference 1st Team – Matt Olsen.
AzBCA 3A Conference 2nd Team – Tyler Austin.

FLORENCE SOFTBALL

AIA 3A All-Conference Honorable Mention – 
Jaycee Johnson.
AIA 3A Central Region 1st Team – Jaycee Johnson, 
Jamela Copeland and Mikayla Flores.
AIA 3A Central Region 2nd Team – Jackie Cornett, 
Kolbi Cluff and Ana Arbizo.
AIA 3A Central Region Honorable Mention – 
Eliahana Avendano and Jalisa Murray.

FUSD baseball, softball players and coach 
named to All-Region, All-State teams

Keep up with your favorite High School sports team online at 
STVDailyPRSS.com

On Facebook: SanTanValleyDailyPRSS & Twitter: @STVDailyPRSS
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  Poston Butte junior basketball player Logan 
Hatch, the owner of a 4.63 GPA, was named 1st 
Team All-Academic by Sports360AZ.com.
  Sports360AZ.com is a local digital media 
outlet with high-quality high school sports 
content. The site released its 2017 All-Academic 
Basketball Teams after the conclusion of the 
2016-17 basketball season. Student-athletes 
selected to the team represent “the best the 
state has to offer both on the court as well as in 
the classroom.”
  Brad Cesmat, the founder and CEO of Sports 
360AZ.com, told the STV Daily PRSS that 
former honored players have included the 
recognition on their college applications, 
adding that off-(court) performance is “more 

important than what a (player) can do on the 
(court).”
  “Our stance is, academics should play a role 
for every kid,” said Cesmat, who is also a faculty 
member of the Walter Cronkite School of 
Journalism at Arizona State University. “If you 
notice, there are players on the team that don’t 
start or play that much, but they are part of a 
TEAM. So why not honor them too?”
  Indeed.
  Players were nominated by coaches and 
members of the Arizona High School basketball 
community, according to the site. Nominees 
were required to be varsity level student-
athletes with at least a 3.0 unweighted or a 3.5 
weighted grade-point average.

Poston Butte’s Hatch named 
1st Team All-Academic

By Andrew Luberda
STVDailyPRSS.com

  Seven Bronco baseball players and the lone 
Lady Bronco senior were honored at their 
respective final regular-season home games in 
April.
  Baseball players Tanner Collins, Race Traynor, 
Daniel Bravo, Juan Navarrette, Grant Young, 
and Garrett Gilchrist were recognized on Senior 
Night during a pre-game ceremony on Apr. 21.
  The seniors were part of a group that 
helped the Broncos’ to back-to-back playoff 
appearances and a region title for the first time 
in school history. Another first in the history 
of the program included Race Traynor being 
selected the 5A Sonoran Region Player of the 
Year and Offensive Player of the Year.
  “Our seniors are really an upbeat group,” 
Broncos’ head coach Chris Holcombe said. 
“They keep everybody loose, but at the same 
time they expect to successful.” 
  “They’ve bought into a culture of expectation 
and accountability,” he continued. “We expect 
to be successful and we hold our players 
accountable to that. This group has really been 
on top of things.”
  The Lady Broncos didn’t host a “Senior Night,” 
instead the team held “Megan Night” on Apr. 
20 to honor their lone senior, Megan Clark.
  Clark, who signed in November to attend and 
play softball at Lindenwood University in St. 
Charles, Mo., saw the best and worst of Poston 
Butte softball during her four-year varsity 
career. The last two, in particular, have been 
the best for Clark and Lady Broncos following 
consecutive playoff appearances.

Poston Butte baseball, softball 
seniors honored

Megan Clark was the lone senior on the 
Poston Butte softball team.

  In her final season, Clark was selected the 5A 
Sonoran Region Defensive Player of the Year.
  “The kid is amazing and I’m going to miss the 
(heck) out of her,” Poston Butte head coach 
Don Baker said about his starting shortstop. 
“Megan really solidified the Poston Butte 
softball program by (mentoring) younger 
players. She really taught them mental 
toughness and other intangibles that lead to 
success. Without her we wouldn’t be where we 
are as a program.”
  Clark said working with the younger players 
was reciprocal because it helped her improve an 
area of her game too.
  “Playing with the younger kids I really had to 
learn how to be a leader,” she said. “I’m so used 
to playing with kids closer to my own age that 
working with our players really helped with my 
game, mentally.”
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Congratulations to the Class of 2017

Tuesday, May 30, 8-10 p.m.
San Tan Foothills Football Stadium

Wednesday, May 31, 8-10 p.m.
FHS Football Stadium

Thursday, June 1, 8-10 p.m.
Poston Butte Football Stadium


